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response	 to	 the	challenges	of	European	 integration	(European	Parlia-
ment,	2016).
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the	 categories	 of	 knowledge	 (basic	 and	 interdisciplinary	 knowledge,	
culture,	history,	geography,	politics),	understanding	(understanding	the	
interdependence	of	relationships	within	Europe	and	the	world,	under-




skills	 for	 lifelong	 learning	 such	 as	 languages,	 communication,	 social	
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TeachingPlanandProgramme forPrimaryEducation in	 2006.	The	
plan	and	programme,	among	other	things,	introduced	content,	aims,	and	
educational	achievements	for	all	primary	school	subjects.	In	principle,	
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the	definition	of	values,	goals,	and	principles	from	the	NCF,	with	the	
European	dimension	of	education	being	one	of	the	values	mentioned.	
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accurate	 in	 the	Croatian	 national	 context.	 Specifically,	 changes	 after	







2.2.  The European Dimension in  




















tion	of	European	 symbols	 in	 civic	 education	 and	 ethics	 textbooks	 in	
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of	Statistics,	 2003).	 In	Croatia,	 primary	 and	 lower	 secondary	 education	 consists	 of	 eight	
years	of	compulsory	schooling;	this	structure	has	not	changed	since	Croatia’s	independence.
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Miočić,	 and	Turk	 (2016);	 they	 have	 been	 adopted	 as	 the	 conceptual	
framework	for	this	analysis	(Table	1).	
Table 1. Indicators	of	the	EDE	(source:	Ledić,	Miočić	and	Turk,	2016)

























































categorised	and	defined	as	possible,	 they	do	 in	 fact	overlap	and	mu-
tually	complement	each	other,	meaning	they	are	not	inseparable	con-
structs.	Furthermore,	EDE	indicators	in	textbooks	are	rarely	stated	in	












The	content	 for	Year	7	 focuses	on	 the	European	continent,	while	 the	
content	for	Year	8	refers	to	the	geography	of	Croatia	and	its	relationship	
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took	a	consensual	decision	on	the	occurrence	of	EDE	indicators	in	the	
chosen	textbooks.













4.1. Comparison of geography textbooks for Year 7
The	 main	 topic	 of	 the	 geography	 textbook	 for	 Year	 7	 used	 in	
1997/1998	 is	 Europe,	 i.e.	 the	 European	 continent.	 Generally	 speak-
ing,	 the	 authors	 adopt	 a	very	positive	 attitude	with	 regard	 to	Europe	
throughout	different	subchapters.
The	theme	of	this	textbook	as	a	whole	significantly	contributes	to	
the	 idea	of	 implementing	 the	European	Dimension	 in	Education	 into	
geography	classes,	particularly	referring	to	the	indicator	Development 
of knowledge, skillsandattitudes ‘aboutEurope, inEurope,and for
Europe’.However,	it	should	be	noted	that	the	textbook	mainly	serves	
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ligious	diversity	of	Europe’s	nations.	The	variety	and	diversity	of	the	









The	 main	 topic	 of	 the	 Year	 7	 geography	 textbook	 used	 in	 the	
2014/2015	school	year	is	also	Europe.	Compared	with	the	previously	






















“...	The	progress	of	Croatia	 is	closely	related	 to	 inclusion	 in	globalization	
processes,	whereby	inclusion	in	the	European	and	global	market	under	fa-
vourable	conditions	is	extremely	important.	Thus,	since its independence, 
185
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despite numerous difficulties, Croatia has striven to be included in Eu-
ropean integration as quickly as possible.”	(p.	180)
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4.2. Comparison of geography textbooks for Year 8
The	geography	textbook	used	in	Year	8	in	the	1997/98	school	year	
covers	 the	 topic	of	Croatia.	 Its	content	displays	noticeable	 ideas	pro-











This	 is	 followed	 by	 additional	 information	 about	 the	 European	
Union,however,	the	focus	is	exclusively	on	communicating	knowledge	
about	the	European	Union	and,	to	a	certain	extent,	encouraging	positive	
attitudes	 regarding	 the	possibility	of	Croatia’s	accession	 to	 the	Euro-













































including	 the	 following:	 “On	 1	 July	 2013,	 Croatia	 became	 the	 28th 
member of the European Union” (p.	25).









associated	with	 the	European citizenship indicator,	which	 is	 used	 to	
inform	pupils	of	certain	rights	and	privileges	of	European	citizens:	
188






















and	 not	 on	 developing	 attitudes	 about	 the	 European	 Union,	 raising	
awareness	of	European	values,	or	developing	competencies	important	
for	functioning	within	the	European	multinational	environment.









policies	has	 shown	 inconsistencies	 (for	 example,	 the	 adoption	of	 the	
NCF	and	the	recommendation	to	revise	textbooks	accordingly,	but	the	
simultaneous	 long-term	 persistence	 of	 the	 unchanged	 plan	 and	 pro-
189
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gramme).	Given	 that	 the	NCF	was	 directly	 connected	 to	 the	 School	

















schools	 (Miočić,	Vignjević	Korotaj,	 2020),	which	 suggests	 that	 geo-
graphy	 teachers	 also	 recognise	 the	 factual	 orientation	 of	 (sometimes	
outdated)	geography	textbooks,	which	is	one	of	the	main	obstacles	for	
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ers.	 In	 terms	 of	 the	 teaching	 approach,	 the	 subject	 curriculum	 (from	
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osnovnuškolu.Rezultati istraživanjapokazalisuda je idejaeuropskedimenzije
uobrazovanjudominantnoprisutnauoblikučinjeničnogznanjaoEuropištona-
stavnicimaiučenicimanepružadovoljnomogućnostizarazvojstavovaikritičkog
osvrtanaspomenuteteme.
Ključne riječi:europskadimenzijauobrazovanju,udžbenicigeografije,kompara-
tivnaanalizaudžbenika,osnovneškole
